
Curtis E. Lemay Center
History and Mission



Mission

The LeMay Center represents the Air Force in the 

development of relevant doctrine and acts as the 

AF’s arbiter on doctrinal issues and positions.    Key 

tasks include:

 Develop and publish Air Force doctrine

 Assist major command’s tactical doctrine development 

 Represent AF at joint and multinational doctrine forums

 Education

 Wargaming
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What is Doctrine?

 “Fundamental principles by which the military forces… 
guide their actions in support of national objectives.  It is 
authoritative but not directive and requires judgment in 
application”

 Codified practices on how best to employ 
air, space and cyberspace power

 Consists of those beliefs distilled through 
experience, exercises, wargames, and 
contingencies



Why is it Important?

 US military operations are often conducted by ad hoc 
Joint Task Forces created to address unique military 
problems using doctrine to organize and operate

 Normally, doctrine is the best way to proceed 

 “The military profession’s greatest occupational hazard is 
for doctrine to atrophy into dogmatism”
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How Do We Develop It?

 Air Force Doctrine Working Group (AFDWG), a Service-
wide group, meets twice a year at Maxwell to:

– Validate proposals for new doctrine

– Recommend revisions to existing doctrine
 Air Force Doctrine Writing 

Committees formed with AF subject 
matter experts write the doctrine

 Every AF Major Command consulted 
on and agrees on the new “best 
operating practices”

 CSAF annual guidance at Doctrine Summit



LeMay Doctrine Impact

Air Land Sea Agency
33 publications 8

Joint Doctrine
77 publications

Multinational Doctrine
550 publications

Air Force Doctrine
33 publications

Air Force TTPs (Training)
101 publications
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Flag Officer Courses

Joint Flag Officer 
Warfighting
Course

Joint/Combined Force
Air Component 
Commanders Course

Senior Joint
Information Operations
Applications Course

AF Sr. Executive
Warfighter Perspective
Seminar

Cyberspace Operations
Executive Course



Professional Continuing Ed.

11

Contingency Wartime Planning Course (CWPC)
Educates Airmen from E-5 through O-5 in the 
fundamentals of deliberate and crisis action 
planning

Joint Air Operations Planning Course (JAOP)
Prepares officers, typically O-3 through O-5, to 
develop, plan, and execute the air and space 
portion of a joint/combined campaign plan

IO Fundamental Application Course (IOFAC)  
teaches students to apply the principles of 
information operations to enhance 
warfighting capabilities.  The emphasis is on 
understanding how current and emerging 
technologies affect decision-making.



Distance Learning Courses

12

• Prepares Airmen to articulate air, space & cyberspace power 
fundamentals in the joint environment

• Aimed at Airmen en route to joint assignment, also available to the 
public (click for live site)

• Provides AF officers a detailed understanding of the A-staff and 
COMAFFOR in organizing/employing air & space forces in joint ops

• Aimed at Airmen headed to a COMAFFOR’s staff

• Provides foundation in Joint Air Ops & Contingency Wartime Planning

• Links National Security Strategy to the AF planner 

• Prerequisite for in-residence CWPC / JAOP Courses

• Warfighter Developmental Education (WDE) delivers career-long 
warfighter education to Airmen, aimed at 5 levels, from accession to 
colonel

http://www.apc.maxwell.af.mil/main.htm
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Basic Developmental Education
- Operational and tactical levels of warfare

- 5,000 students/yr

Intermediate Developmental Ed.
- Operational art of warfare

- Approx 1,000 students/yr

Senior Developmental Education
- Strategic/Operational art of warfare

- Approx 500 students/yr -

Air University Wargaming

14



Alliance Wargaming Support
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 Australian Command & Staff College,
Weston Creek, AU
– PEGASUS Australia
– Capstone Air Phase event for 45 students

 Netherlands Defense College,
The Hague, NE
– PEGASUS Netherlands
– Capstone event for 14 students
– Executed at Maxwell AFB

 Joint Services Command & Staff College,
Shrivenham, UK
– PEGASUS UK
– Capstone Air Phase event for 170 students

© Ziko-C

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/8/82/2008-04-30_oude_st_mauritius_silvolde_met_vlag.JPG
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Operating Locations
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Nellis AFB 
Air Warfare Center 

Ft Sill 
Joint Fires Ctr of Excellence

Ft Leavenworth 
Army Combined Arms Center 

Ft Benning
Infantry Ctr of Excellence

Ft Rucker
Aviation Ctr of Excellence

2,200 Army Officers and Warrants Educated Annually

OL-Pentagon
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Web Presence
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Access Live Website http://www.au.af.mil/au/lemay

http://www.au.af.mil/au/lemay/main.htm

